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Protected food names: Further reading 


Legal references and official guidance 


The rules of The EU Protected Food Name (PFN) Scheme are contained in Regulation 
(EU) No. 1151/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 November 
2012 on quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs. This details the scope 
of the PFN Scheme, the requirements for PDOs, PGIs and TSGs, the requirements for 
applications for registration, official controls, exceptions for prior uses, the protection of 
PFN Scheme indications and logos, and the role of producer groups. 


Some further rules for the PFN Scheme are given in Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) No. 668/2014 of 13 June 2014 laying down rules for the application of 
Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
quality schemes for agricultural products and foodstuffs. Notably, this Regulation 
includes: 


e A form for the ‘single document’ which forms part of an application for PDO or PGI 
registration and contains a description of the product and its link to a geographical 
area. 


e A form for the product specification of a TSG. 


e Various forms for use in the procedure for approving protected names or amending 
the specifications of protected name products. 


e A classification of products within the scope of the scheme. 
e Details of the PFN Scheme logos. 


Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 664/2014 of 18 December 2013 
supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council with regard to the establishment of the Union symbols for protected 
designations of origin, protected geographical indications and traditional specialities 
guaranteed and with regard to certain rules on sourcing, certain procedural rules and 
certain additional transitional rules, establishes the Union symbols for PDOs, PGls and 
TSGs. Additionally this Regulation has provisions on: 


e The sourcing of feed for animals used in the production of products of animal origin 
the names of which are registered as PDOs. 


e Limiting the length of product specifications for traditional specialities guaranteed. 
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e Procedural rules for opposition procedures in the application process and for 
amending product specifications and cancelling protected name registrations. 


e The publication of ‘single documents’ concerning PDOs and PGls registered before 
31 March 2006 at the request of the Member States concerned. 


e The use in labelling of the Union symbols and the words ‘protected designation of 
origin’, ‘protected geographical indication’ and ‘traditional speciality guaranteed’ in 
the period running up to 4 January 2016. 


Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 665/2014 of 11 March 2014 supplementing 
Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council with 
regard to conditions of use of the optional quality term ‘mountain product’ establishes 
for different product types the methods of production and other criteria relevant for the 
application of that term. It also lays down derogations from the conditions of use of the 
term ‘mountain product’ given in Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 in order to take into 
account, in justified cases, natural constraints affecting agricultural production in 
mountain areas. 


Commission guidelines on the labelling of foodstuffs using protected designations of 
origin (PDOs) or protected geographical indications (PGls) as ingredients were published 
in December 2010. These guidelines set out recommendations on making reference to 
protected designations or logos on products containing PDO, PGI or TSG products as 
ingredients. The composite product should not contain any other ingredient 
comparable to the PFN Scheme ingredient, the PFN Scheme ingredient should be 
present in a high enough amount to characterise the product, and the PFN Scheme 
ingredient should be quantified. The relevant EU term or abbreviation and/or logo 
should be so positioned that it is clear that the whole food is not itself a PFN Scheme 
product. 





Registration applicants 


Applications for registration of names under the PFN Scheme may only be submitted by 
groups who work with the products with the name to be registered. In the case of PDO 
or PGI names that designate a trans-border geographical area, or in the case of TSG 
names, several groups from different Member States or third countries can lodge a joint 
application for registration. 


Sole applicants can apply but must demonstrate: 


e They are the only producer willing to submit an application. 


e For PDO/PGls the defined geographical area possesses characteristics which differ 
appreciably from those of neighbouring areas or the characteristics of the product 
are different from those produced in neighbouring areas. 
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Protection 


Registered products are protected against: 


e Any direct or indirect commercial use of a registered name in respect of products not 
covered by the registration where those products are comparable to the products 
registered under that name or where using the name exploits the reputation of the 
protected name, including when those products are used as an ingredient. 


e Any misuse, imitation or evocation, even if the true origin of the products or services 
is indicated or if the protected name is translated or accompanied by an expression 
such as ‘style’, ‘type’, ‘method’, ‘as produced in’, ‘imitation’ or similar, including 
when those products are used as an ingredient. 


e Any other false or misleading indication as to the provenance, origin, nature or 
essential qualities of the product that is used on the inner or outer packaging, 
advertising material or documents relating to the product concerned, and the 
packing of the product in a container liable to convey a false impression as to its 
origin. 


e Any other practice liable to mislead the consumer as to the true origin of the 
product. 


Links to further information 


The PFN Scheme is the responsibility of the Agriculture and Rural Development 
Directorate General or Department of the European Commission. The PFN Scheme is 
one of several agricultural product quality schemes overseen by the Department. 


Access to information on the PFN Scheme, and the similar schemes for wine and spirit 
drinks is via the EU agricultural product quality policy page of the Department's 
website. 


Product names for foodstuffs registered as PDO, PGI or TSG, as well as names for which 
registration has been applied, are all listed on the DOOR (Database of Origin and 
Registration) database. From here, for names which have completed the registration 
process, links are provided to the announcement of the successful registration and in 
many cases to the ‘single document’ provided by the applicant during the application 
process. This provides a detailed description of the characteristics of the product, any 
specific rules concerning its labelling, and the definition and link to the geographical 
area. 


Applications are also included on DOOR and the corresponding ‘single documents’ 
provided when they have been published. The details of amendments to existing 
registrations, which are going through the approval system, are also included on the 
database. 
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At UK level, Defra's website has information on how to register a food or drink product 
under the EU Protected Food Name scheme, on current applications and on scheme 
contacts. This includes a visual guide to the PFN Scheme and a flow diagram of the 
application process. 


A list of UK registered products is also provided with further links to product 
specifications. 


